
Thriving Congregations Initiative 

Grantees

Organization Location

African Methodist Episcopal Church Christian Education Department Nashville, TN

Augsburg University Minneapolis, MN

Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary Austin, TX

Baltimore-Washington Conference of the United Methodist Church Fulton, MD

Bethune-Cookman College Daytona Beach, FL

Boston University Boston, MA

Calvary Lutheran Church Alexandria, MN

Catholic Church Extension Society of the United States of America Chicago, IL

Catholic Leadership Institute Malvern, PA

Center for Public Justice Annapolis, MD

Children’s Defense Fund Washington, D.C.

Lilly Endowment has made grants to 92 organizations through the Thriving Congregations Initiative. This 
national effort is designed to help congregations strengthen their ministries so they can better help people 
deepen their relationships with God, enhance their connections with each other and contribute to the 
flourishing of their communities and the world. The grants range from $223,180 to $1 million. In addition to 
a project grant, Duke University has received a $3.79 million grant to support coordination of the initiative. 
Duke’s coordination program will help grantees collect and share insights and track the progress of their 
individual Thriving Congregations programs.



China Evangelical Seminary North America West Covina, CA

Christian & Missionary Alliance Colorado Springs, CO

Christian Reformed Church in North America Grand Rapids, MI

Columbia Theological Seminary Decatur, GA

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Decatur, GA

Dakotas United Methodist Foundation Mitchell, SD

Davidson College Davidson, NC

Duke University (2) Durham, NC

Ecclesia Ministries Boston, MA

Emmanuel Gospel Center Dorchester, MA

Emory University Atlanta, GA

Englewood Community Development Corporation Indianapolis, IN

Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis Indianapolis, IN

Episcopal Diocese of New York New York, NY

Episcopal Diocese of Washington Washington, D.C.

Episcopal Theological Seminary of the Southwest Austin, TX

Esperanza Philadelphia, PA

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Chicago, IL



Faith & Philanthropy Institute (Alliance for Greater Works) Grand Prairie, TX

FaithAction International House Greensboro, NC

FCS Urban Ministries Atlanta, GA

Fractured Atlas in support of Faith Matters Network (Nashville, TN) New Bremen, OH

Fresno Pacific University Fresno, CA

Fuller Theological Seminary Pasadena, CA

Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary South Hamilton, MA

Greater New Jersey Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church Neptune, NJ

Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Boston Brookline, MA

Hampton University Hampton, VA

Hispanic Baptist Convention of Texas San Antonio, TX

Hood Theological Seminary Salisbury, NC

Indiana-Kentucky Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Indianapolis, IN

Instituto Fe Y Vida Stockton, CA

Interdenominational Theological Center Atlanta, GA

Johnson University Knoxville, TN

Judson Memorial Church New York, NY

Latin American Bible Institute La Puente, CA



Leadership Foundations Tacoma, WA

Leighton Ford Ministries Charlotte, NC

Lott Carey Baptist Foreign Mission Convention Landover, MD

Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary Louisville, KY

Macedonian Ministry Foundation Decatur, GA

Marian University Indianapolis, IN

Marquette University Milwaukee, WI

Mere Christianity Forum Travelers Rest, SC

Messiah College Mechanicsburg, PA

Metropolitan District of the Christian and Missionary Alliance Newark, NJ

Minneapolis Area Synod, ELCA Minneapolis, MN

Montreat Conference Center Montreat, NC

North Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church Garner, NC

Oregon Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Portland, OR

Pepperdine University Malibu, CA

Presbytery of Cincinnati Cincinnati, OH

Redeemer City to City New York, NY

Samford University Birmingham, AL

Scottsboro Cumberland Presbyterian Church Scottsboro, AL



Seattle Presbytery Seattle, WA

Seattle School of Theology and Psychology Seattle, WA

Second Episcopal District African Methodist Episcopal Church Washington, D.C.

Shaw University Raleigh, NC

Southern Methodist University Dallas, TX

St. Catherine University St. Paul, MN

St. John’s University Collegeville, MN

St. Olaf College Northfield, MN

St. Sabina Church Chicago, IL

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church Chicago, IL

Stillman College Tuscaloosa, AL

Street Psalms Tacoma, WA

Sustainable Faith Columbus, OH

Texas Methodist Foundation Austin, TX

Together Chicago Chicago, IL

Trinity International University Deerfield, IL

United Methodist Church of Los Altos Los Altos, CA

United Methodist Health Ministry Fund Hutchinson, KS



Wake Forest University Winston-Salem, NC

West Angeles Church of God in Christ Los Angeles, CA

West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church Worthington, OH

Westmont College Santa Barbara, CA

Wheaton College Wheaton, IL

Whitworth University Spokane, WA

Wisconsin Council of Churches Madison, WI

Yale University New Haven, CT


