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FINANCES & GRANTMAKING

College and Community  
Collaboration Initiative  

In 2023, Lilly Endowment invited eligible colleges  
and universities in Indiana to participate in College 
and Community Collaboration (CCC), a competitive 

initiative designed to encourage the schools to work 
closely with community stakeholders to envision and 
jointly undertake significant community development 
efforts to create more vibrant places in which to live, 
learn, work and play. As expressed by many college  
and university leaders, a vibrant local community is 
increasingly important to higher education  
institutions in their efforts to attract and retain faculty, 
staff and students.   

After awarding planning grants to all eligible institutions 
in 2023 to commence the initiative, the Endowment 
announced implementation grants from two competitive 
rounds of the CCC initiative in December 2023 and 
August 2024. Grants to the following 19 colleges and 
universities in Indiana, which total $448,464,000, are 
supporting collaborative projects to improve quality of 
life in these institutions’ communities:  

m  Ball State University / $35,000,000  

m  Butler University / $22,500,000 

m  Calumet College of St. Joseph / $15,000,000 

m  DePauw University / $32,000,000 

m  Earlham College / $25,000,000  

m  Grace College / $27,000,000 

m  Hanover College / $30,000,000 

m  Indiana Institute of Technology / $21,000,000 

m  Indiana State University / $5,800,000 

m  Indiana University / $16,000,000 

m  Indiana Wesleyan University / $24,336,000 

m  Manchester University / $12,128,000  

m  Marian University / $25,000,000 

m  Purdue University / $25,000,000  

m  Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology / $30,500,000 

m  Taylor University / $30,000,000 

m  Trine University / $17,200,000 

m  University of Notre Dame / $30,000,000 

m  Wabash College / $25,000,000

“We’re very excited about the future and what [Jefferson 
Together] will bring to and do for the community and 
Hanover College,” Lambert added.  

The CCC grant will help support new streetscapes and 
sidewalks on Main Street and Madison Avenue to connect 
Hanover’s “hidden gem” of a municipal park and improve its 
recreation spaces, laying the foundation for future growth 
and development in the town of Hanover, Snyder says.  
Plans for a multi-million dollar trail to connect the Hanover 
College campus to one of the region’s greatest natural 
resources, Clifty Falls State Park, are in the works. 

Historic preservation is also trending in Hanover, 
according to Greg Sekula, director of Indiana Landmarks’ 
Southern Regional Office. 

Work is underway to renovate a historic property at  
119 N. Madison Ave. in Hanover. When the house is 
completed, it will be sold, with proceeds going back to the 
community to help fund additional preservation efforts. 

It’s a good example of new efforts to preserve the old 
character of neighborhood housing and then infill with more 
development that complements the Jefferson Together 
projects, Sekula said. The town’s main streets and the 
entrance to campus are slated for improvement, and a 
community garden is in the planning stages. All are projects 
that will have support and momentum thanks to Jefferson 
Together, he said. A community panel is harnessing that 
momentum as it helps implement Jefferson Together and 
ancillary projects. 

In a town that has previously lacked the resources for 
community planning, funding of these new efforts could be 
transformative, Sekula said. “The goal is to create a better 
quality of life for everyone.” 

          Parker Auditorium will be refurbished to host events for 

Hanover College and residents in the southeastern Indiana  

community.

Cumulative figures 

Since its founding in 1937, the Endowment through the generosity of its founders has disbursed $17.5 billion in 
grants to 11,353 charitable organizations, most of them in Indiana. Of that $17.5 billion, $6.2 billion supported 
education (35 percent), $6.1 billion supported community development (35 percent), and $5.2 billion supported 
religion (30 percent). At the end of 2024, the Endowment’s assets totaled nearly $80 billion. 

Grants paid 

In 2024 the Endowment paid grants totaling $2.244 billion. Community development 
grants accounted for $762 million or 34 percent of the total; religion grants 
accounted for $751 million or 33 percent; and education grants accounted for 
$731 million or 33 percent. 

Of the total $2.244 billion grants paid in 2024, $1.073 billion (48 percent) 
supported charitable efforts in Indiana. Grants totaling $225 million  
(10 percent of total grants paid) supported charitable efforts in Marion 
County (Indianapolis), and $848 million (38 percent of total grants paid) 
supported charitable efforts in the rest of the state of Indiana. Remaining 
grants paid in 2024 totaling $1.171 billion (52 percent) supported charitable 
efforts outside Indiana, most of which were religion grants. 

Grants approved  

During 2024 the Endowment approved 1,271 grants for a total of $2.397 billion to 921 grantees, of which  
266 were new to the Endowment. 

Grants in community development of $871 million were approved during the year, 
representing 36 percent of the grants approved total. Approvals for religion grants 

totaled $809 million, representing 34 percent. Approvals for education grants 
totaled $717 million, representing 30 percent.  

Fifty percent of the total $2.397 billion grants approved in 2024 supported 
charitable efforts in Indiana. Specifically, $226 million (9 percent of total grants 
approved) was designated for charitable efforts inside Marion County 
(Indianapolis), and  $973 million (41 percent of total grants approved) was 

designated for charitable efforts in the rest of the state. The balance of  
$1.198 billion (50 percent) was approved for charitable efforts outside Indiana. 

Board-approved and officers’ grants are listed in the back of this report and are divided 
into community development, education and youth, and religion. Discretionary grants of up 

to $7,500, authorized by the officers, are listed as a single line item for each division. 

The Endowment’s total matching grants for the charitable contributions of staff, retirees and Board members  
is reported as a single line item before the total of all grants approved. “Grant Guidelines & Procedures” are 
outlined on pages 72-73 of this report.

During 2024 Lilly Endowment paid $2.244 billion in grants and approved $2.397 billion in new grants.




